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For information contact:

Ronna Martin , Marching Festival Chairperson

Cell  (512) 917-9818

For Immediate Release (October 8, 2009)

(Austin, TX)  The 33rd Annual Westlake Marching Festival begins early morning this week, on Saturday, October 10, 2009, when half-asleep band students, parents and hundreds of band volunteers start arriving at Westlake High School’s Chaparral Stadium in Austin before 8:00 am and work throughout the day until midnight. 

The highly respected marching contest is a multi-year tradition for many high school marching bands as a testing ground for their complicated music programs to be critiqued by marching band professionals.  And it is the primary annual fundraiser for the Westlake Band, as well.

The annual Westlake Marching Festival, run entirely by the school’s Westlake Band Parents and Eanes ISD band programs, gives marching bands---from 1A through 5A---the opportunity to present their University Interscholastic League (UIL) Marching Contest program in a dress rehearsal before the formal UIL contests begin the following week.
What began as one of the first high school marching festivals in the state is now one of the most popular and respected state marching festivals. Eighteen marching bands from throughout Texas inaugurated the Westlake Marching Festival in 1977. Over the years, an average of 30 bands typically participate in the competition.  Twenty-three (23) bands are performing this year with a total of approximately 4,000 student performers.


-- more --

The Festival consists of both preliminary and final rounds and UIL contest procedures are followed. Each band’s performance is evaluated by nationally respected adjudicators in the marching band arena. Oral critiques are provided to participants along with a video recording of the performance to further the benefits of contest participation. 

As the 33rd Westlake Marching Festival unfolds October 10, more than 700 volunteer Westlake band students and parents along with friends and relatives will work from dawn to midnight to ensure a successful contest experience for each participant, band director and observer. Whether slinging hotdogs, selling tickets, directing traffic or welcoming the visiting band students and directors, the community effort that comes together for this event provides lasting memories and friendships on both sides.
The Westlake Band and the Eanes ISD band program are under the direction of Mr. Kerry Taylor. 
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